
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

______________________________________________ 

 

ROXANNE WILLIAMS, Individually and as the 

Administrator of the Estate of HAYDEN BLACKMAN 

Deceased,      

 

     Plaintiff,  NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 

v.   Index No.: 2013-2240 

 

CITY OF ROCHESTER, ROCHESTER CITY POLICE  Case No.: 

POLICE OFFICERS “JOHN DOE 1-10”, 

(last ten names being fictitious, true names unknown, said 

persons being police officers who were involved in  

incidents occurring on or about October 14, 2011, which 

are the subject of this action) Individually and in their 

Official Capacities 

 

  Defendants. 

______________________________________________ 

 

 Defendants City of Rochester, Rochester City Police, Police Officers “John Doe 1-10” 

(“Defendants”) file this Notice of Removal to the United States District Court for the Western 

District of New York, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1441, based on the following grounds: 

1. On February 28, 2013, the Summons and Complaint (Index No. 2013-2240) was filed by 

the Plaintiff in the Monroe County Supreme Court. A copy of the Summons and Complaint 

is attached as Exhibit A. 

2. No other pleading or orders have been filed in this action before the filing of this Notice of 

Removal; Defendants’ Answer is enclosed with this Notice of Removal.  

3. The Defendant City of Rochester was served with the Summons and Complaint on or about 

March 4, 2013, and the Defendant Rochester Police Department was served with the 

Summons and Complaint on or about March 8, 2013. 
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4. This is a civil action. The Plaintiff alleges a number of causes of action against the 

Defendants involving the death of the Decedent, Hayden Blackman, and the action involves 

claims pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983. Plaintiff alleges that the Decedent was deprived of his 

life and liberty in violation of 42 U.S.C. § 1983. In addition, Plaintiff makes state law claims 

for wrongful death, assault and battery, conscious pain and suffering and other state law 

causes of action. 

5. This Court has original federal question jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1331 because 

the action arises under federal statutory law, specifically 42 U.S.C. § 1983. 

6. The Complaint was filed in the Monroe County Supreme Court, which is within the District 

of this Court. 

7. This Notice of Removal is being filed with thirty (30) days of the Defendants’ receipt of the 

Summons and Complaint. 

8. Written notice of the filing of this Notice of Removal will be provided to the Plaintiff, and a 

copy of this Notice will be filed in the appropriate State Court, as required by U.S.C. § 

1446(d). 

 WHEREFORE, the Defendants respectfully request that this action be removed from the 

Monroe County Supreme Court to this Court for all further proceedings. 

       ROBERT J. BERGIN  

CORPORATION COUNSEL  
      

Dated: March 20, 2013    s/ Adam M. Clark_____________________ 

 Rochester, New York    Adam M. Clark, Esq., Of Counsel 

      Attorneys for Defendants 

   Office and Post Office Address 

       City Hall Room 400A, 30 Church Street 

       Rochester, NY 14614-1295 

Telephone: (585) 428-6699 

   clarka@cityofrochester.gov 
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TO: Michael Cobbs, Esq. 

 Tiffany L. D’Angelo, Esq. 

 BROWN & HUTCHINSON 

 Attorneys for the Plaintiff 

 925 Crossroads Building 

 Two State Street 

 Rochester, New York 14614 

 Telephone: (585) 454-5050 

 Fax: (585) 454-5066 
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Exhibit A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exhibit A 
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